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CONEIDENTIAL BEIRUT 6664 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PMIL PBOR EE IS 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE-ISRAELI HOSTILITIES IN SOUTH LEBANON 
REF: BEIRUT 6663 

1. LEBANESE ARMY COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AROUND NOON REPORTS CLASH 
WITH IDF DESCRIBED REFTEL AND CONEIRMS SEVEN LEBANESE SOLDIERS 
KIA. COMMUNIQUE ADDS, HOWEVER, THAT LIGHTING AROUND 'AITA ASH 
SHA'B CONTINUES. JUST PRIOR TO THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, ARMATT LEARNED 
EROM LEBANESE ARMY SOURCE THAT ISRAELIS HAVE SENT MECHANIZED REIN- 
EORCEMENTS TO SCENE OE HOSTILITIES AND ARE SUPPORTING THEM WITH 
ARTILLERY-MORTAR EIRE AND AIR STRIKES RPT AIR STRIKES. 

2. WOULD APPEAR THAT EARLIER AGREEMENT REPORTED REETEL BROKE 
DOWN SOMEHOW AND THEREBY PROMPTED IDE ACTION. WE UNDERSTAND UNTSO 
PERSONNEL ON GROUND ARE DOING THEIR UTMOST TO HELP BRING SIT- 
UATION UNDER CONTROL. 
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3. COMMENT: TRUST DEPT WILL AGREE THAT THIS UNFORTUNATE EPISODE 
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COULD NOT RPT NOT HAVE HAPPENED AT A WORSE TIME. CONFRONTED WITH 
IDF ON LEBANESE SIDE OF BORDER AND WITH ACUTE INTERNAL POLITICAL- 
CONFESSIONAL PROBLEMS ELSEWHERE IN COUNTRY (SEPTEL), NEW LEBANESE 
MILITARY GOVT HAD NO OPTION BUT TO RESIST IDF TO BEST OF ITS 
ABILITY. 

GODLEY 
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